Tuesday, April 22, 2003
Deuteronomy 28:1 – 68


What is Moses saying? This chapter leaves the Christian wondering, “How can this be my God?” If we try to condense Moses’ words, perhaps a good phrase would be “Don’t become an enemy of God.”


As Christians we live our lives in an effort to serve our God. We do sin out of rebellion at times, but mostly out of weakness. Repentance is a part of our daily existence. When we sin the Holy Spirit immediately calls us to account, reminds us of our need to repent and our Savior.


The Israelites of the Old Testament would reject God and turn from Him in deliberate rebellion over and over again. They would reject Him as their God and turn to the idols and customs of the nations surrounding them. Sometimes today Christians try to “synchronize” their faith with other beliefs, like astrology or Native American religions, but the Jews went beyond even that into direct rebellion against God.


God’s word to this practice was plain. If the nation insisted on taking on the habits and practices of God’s enemies, then they would be treated as God’s enemies. His love for them would never end, but His hand would turn against them and crush them. He would do this in order to bring them back into His arms.


It’s hard for us to understand completely, but it helps if we remember that God is a God of total love and a God of total justice. He cannot tolerate sin. Without His intervention, He would lose His people forever and they would lose their relationship with Him and there would be no return. In the Old Testament, His intervention into their rebellion involved punishment. Punishment could not save the Israelites, but it could impress upon them the seriousness of sin, the impossible conflict within their lives, and the need for God’s grace. That grace was completely given in His Son, Jesus. Nothing that the Jews could do, or that we can do, can “fix” our sinful condition. Only Jesus could pay the price. The anger of God in the Old Testament was to show the need for the payment of the price on the cross. 

